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To make traveling into, out of, and within Lexington safe, pleasant, and efficient with 

sustainable and equitable mobility options for all ages and abilities  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Participants in the Comprehensive planning process expressed 

significant interest in expanding options for traveling into, out of, 

and around Lexington so that dependence on the automobile is 

reduced.  Reasons included concern regarding the impact of 

automobile emissions on the environment, traffic congestion, a 

desire to incorporate fitness into everyday life, as well as a 

recognition that getting out of oneȭs car provides opportunities for 

spontaneous encounters with neighbors and fellow Lexingtonians. 

 

Promoting healthy living is a growing priority for many 

communities. It has been demonstrated that people living in 

communities that provide safe and pleasant walking and biking 

facilities are generally healthier than those in communities without 

these. Additionally, a lack of public transportation often amplifies 

the isolation of senior citizens and residents with disabilities and 

increases the dependency of youth on ȰÒÉÄÅÓȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȢ 

Expanding public transit options is also important to reduce car 

dependence and provide affordable options for residents, workers, 

and visitors. Poor transit connections also create inequitable 

access to jobs, recreation, retail, and other destinations. (SEE 

ENDNOTE #1). 

 

Lexington provides a variety of walking, biking, and transit 

ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÁÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

regarding these options increase, effort will be needed to meet 

them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXISTING TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES 

 

¶ 84 miles of sidewalks 
 

¶ 46 miles of ACROSS Lexington trails  
 

¶ 132 miles of Town-owned roads, 43 miles of state-owned 
roads, 4 miles of Federal roads, and 16 miles of private 
roads 

 
¶ Minuteman Bikeway connecting Lexington to Bedford, 

Arlington, Cambridge (including Alewife Station), and 
Somerville 

 
¶ Bike lanes on 5 miles of roadway 

 
¶ MBTA buses to Alewife Station (currently #62, #76, and 

#62/76) and one stop of #78 to Harvard Square in East 
Lexington) 

 

¶ Lexpress Buses, connecting with LRTA #14 in Burlington 
and MBTA #77 at Arlington Heights Busway 
 

¶ REV and AWF Alewife shuttles run by the 128 Business 
Council 

 
¶ Liberty Ride Trolley Tour (seasonal) 
 
¶ An array of Demand-Response Services for older adults 

(60+) and those under the age of 60 with a disability  
(paratransit, PT-1, Lex-Connect Senior Taxi, volunteer 
driving       programs) 

 
¶  Private services such as Uber, Lyft, taxi and livery 
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OVERVIEW OF VEHICULAR TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 

                                                                                                                                                                          

Lexington is easily accessible from major highways, including I-

95/ Route 128 and Route 2, allowing easy access for commuters 

going both to and from town. With significant employment 

opportunities, tourist attractions and proximity to Boston, 

Lexington is a trip destination, trip originator, and a drive-through 

community.  

 

The dominant mode of transportation is private vehicles.  

 

¶ State Route 128 (also known as I-95) and State Route 2, 
with three interchanges each, serve Lexington and are 
managed by the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT).  
 

¶ More than half (55%,) of Lexington households own two 
cars. However, there has been an increase in ride sharing 
reflected in the Drive Alone mode share (number of people 
driving a car alone) declining from 80% in 2003 to 72% in 
2017(U.S. Census).  
 

¶ According to 2017 Census Data, 21,768 workers commuted 
to Lexington, which increases the daytime population by 
7,000 people. This is a 17% increase over 2012.   

 
¶ The vast majority (89%) of working Lexington residents do 

so outside the community. The number of people working 
from home has increased during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This is likely to continue to some extent post-pandemic. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Lexington has a well-connected transportation 
network, both regionally and locally. 

 

¶ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ 
environmental sustainability are difficult to 
achieve without supporting safe and reliable 
alternatives to Single Occupancy Vehicle rides. 
 

¶ Lexington has multiple transit options, but is 
lacking in first mile/last m ile connections and 
weeknight/weekend access to public transit.  

 

¶ While the dominant mode of transportation is 
a private car, biking, transit, and working from 
home as primary commute modes have 
increased since 2009 (U.S. Census). 

 

¶ Managing parking in Lexington Center 
requires multiple strategies to meet the 
business, merchant, customer, visitor, and 
resident needs that may at times be competing 
as described in the Center Parking and 
Implementation Plan. 

 

https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/995/1-29-2014-Lexington-Center-Parking-Management-Plan-Public-Meeting-PDF
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/995/1-29-2014-Lexington-Center-Parking-Management-Plan-Public-Meeting-PDF
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¶ The average travel time to work for Lexington residents is 
approximately 30 minutes (U.S. Census). 

 
¶ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ ÈÁÓ Á ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÃÁÌÍÉÎÇ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ȰÄÒÉÖÅÒ 

behavior throuÇÈ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȱ and in 2017 
implemented a speed limit of 25 miles per hour in thickly -
settled and business districts unless otherwise posted. 

 
¶ Participation in private ride sharing programs since the 

2003 Comprehensive Plan has increased with th e 
introduction of additional companies such as Uber and 
Lyft. 
 

PUBLIC TRANSIT 

In addition to automobiles, Lexington is served by a number of 

transit options, including MBTA and Lexpress buses, private 

shuttles, tourist trolleys (seasonal), and Demand-Response 

Services for older adults and disabled individuals.   

 

¶ Bus routes have very limited bus shelters and related 

amenities (lighting, signage, etc.) Specifically, there are two 

Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority (MBTA) bus routes 

and only one bus shelter and three Lexpress bus routes 

with only one bus shelter.   

                                                             
1 https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1023/Center -

Parking-Management-and-Implementation-Plan-PDF 

 

¶ While Lexpress is cherished, funding it to keep up with 

demand is a challenge.  

 

PARKING 

 

Parking in Lexington has been studied for many years. Improving 

parking strategies across Lexington will be important so that we 

balance our economic development goals with our transportation 

and sustainability goals.  

 
¶ The Center Parking Management Plan1 (Nelson Nygaard, 

2014) identified parking challenges in the Town Center.2 
According to the study, there are approximately 3,300 

2  https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/994/1 -15-2014-

Lexington-Center-Parking-Management-Plan-Public-Meeting-PDF 

 

Almost all (95%) residents responding to a survey felt that public 

transportati on is essential. (Tri-Town Efficiency and Regional 

Transit Study: Lexington, Bedford and Burlington, Four Square ITP, 

Jan. 2019) 

Riders board a Lexpress bus For more information see:. www.lexpress.us 
 

https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1023/Center-Parking-Management-and-Implementation-Plan-PDF
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1023/Center-Parking-Management-and-Implementation-Plan-PDF
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/994/1-15-2014-Lexington-Center-Parking-Management-Plan-Public-Meeting-PDF
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/994/1-15-2014-Lexington-Center-Parking-Management-Plan-Public-Meeting-PDF
http://www.lexpress.us/
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parking spaces in Lexington Center. Of these, 60% are off-
street and 40% are on-street. Most of the 
recommendations from this Plan have been implemented. 
 

¶ Weekday lunch hours are the busiest times for on-street 
and off-street parking in Lexington Center. 

 

 WALKING AND BIKING  

WALKING  

The degree of walkability varies across the Town. 

¶ Funding for a Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan was approved in 

2022. 

¶ Vision Zero, a plan to make streets safe for everyone by 

reducing injuries and fatalities, is underway in 2022.   

¶ Lexington has a robust sidewalk maintenance program that 
is typically funded between $700,000 and 
$825,000 annually. 
 

¶ A Sidewalk Prioritization Tool and Map is used to guide 
decisions regarding maintenance priorities. 

 
¶ A Resident Sidewalk Request Program, which responds to 

those advocating for sidewalks in particular locations, is 
currently programmed through 2026. 

 

¶ Lexington has a pedestrian crash cluster 
spanning the length of the Town Center, mostly 
on Massachusetts Avenue, with 26 accidents 
taking place between the years 2008 and 2019.  
Four of these accidents resulted in severe or 
fatal injuries.   

 
¶ The Center Streetscape Project currently under 

construction includes pedestrian amenities such 

as improved and accessible sidewalks, bump outs to reduce 
crossing distance, additional bicycle racks, new lighting, 
planting, and benches. 

 
¶ The townȭÓ traffic calming policy increases pedestrian 

safety. 
 
¶ Various parts of the town are connected by a continuously 

expanding system of trails called ACROSS Lexington. It is 
much loved and well used. 

 
¶ Lexington Center has recently been designated a safety 

zone, with the speed limit reduced to 20 mph. 
 
¶ Walking is essential to those using transit. Safe 

infrastructure is critical for seniors, people with 
disabilities, and people with strollers. 

BICYCLING  

Lexington has an active bicycle community; the League of 

American Bicyclists awarded the Bronze Designation to the town 

in 2014 and 2018. Electric bicycles, scooters, and other forms of 

small lightweight devices providing transportation options have 

. 

The Center Streetscape Project includes streets and sidewalks along Mass. Ave. from Clarke St. (next to 

the Library) to the Police Station Driveway. 

 



September 28, 2022                               LexingtonNEXT Comprehensive Plan 

GOAL 7: Transportation and Circulation          Page 7-6 

gained in popularity over the last few years. These modes are 

known as micro-mobility.    

 

The Minuteman Bikeway is ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÔÏ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ is 

enjoyed on a regular basis by many of the tÏ×ÎȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ, in 

addition to being an important transportation trail for bicycle 

commuters traveling to and from Lexington, Arlington, Cambridge, 

Boston and beyond. The Friends of Lexington Bikeways/Bike 

Lexington plow snow from the bikeway, increasing safety during 

the winter months.  

 

Existing bicycle services and infrastructure include the following: 

¶ Minuteman Bikeway - 5.3 miles within Lexington; runs 

between Bedford Depot and Alewife MBTA Station, with 

extensions to many other towns 

 

¶ Bicycle lanes on 5 miles of roadway 

 

¶ ȰSharrows3ȱ  on 15.5 miles of roadway 

 

¶ Paved shared-use paths - 3 miles 

 

¶ 23 bicycle racks in the Center, with the potential to add 

more through the Center Streetscape Plan  

 

¶ Accessible public restrooms at the Visitor Center (adjacent 

to the Bikeway) 

 

¶ Bicycle racks at each public school 

 

                                                             
3 Sharrows are markings for shared car/bike lanes 

¶ A range of bicycle education classes provided for people of 

all ages 

¶ The Safe Routes to School program 

¶ Bicycle racks on Lexpress, MBTA, and 128 Business Council 

buses  

 

 

 

 

  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

¶ Walkable communities are critical for a number of reasons 

including protecting the environment by not burning fossil fuels,  

reducing traffic congestion, and supporting health and fitness.  

 

¶ The Minuteman Bikeway remains central to Lexington's identity. 
There is support for more bicycle lane opportunities. 
 

¶ DPW has marked bicycle lanes for approximately 3% of 
,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÒÏÁÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅ 
facilities. Implementing bicycle facilities and infrastructure is 
challenging in LexiÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÎÁÒÒÏ×ÅÒ ÓÔÒÅÅÔÓȢ 

 

Bicycle parking in Lexington Center 
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  POTENTIAL SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM 

IMPACTS OF COVID-19 

 

One of the elements most disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic 

has been transportation. The information provided in this plan is 

based on pre-pandemic data. It is expected that most of the trends 

will resume post-pandemic.  

 

It is possible that due to the experience of the pandemic, many 

employers will continue Work from Home policies or hybrid 

options.  This may increase local traffic if those working from 

home patronize local businesses during the workday. It is difficult 

at this time to predict what the impacts might be, although traffic 

has been steadily approaching pre-pandemic levels.  

 

 

 

 

  

LEXINGTON VOICES 

 

Ȱ)ÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÃÁÌÍÉÎÇ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓȢȱ (Public Forum participant) 

 

Ȱ7Å ÎÅÅÄ more options for getting out of the carȢȱ (Public Forum 

participant)  

 

 

 

Marrett Square intersection 
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COMPLETE STREETS  

Lexington approved a Complete Streets policy  in 20164. 

ȰComplete Streets  are streets for everyone . They 

are designed and operated to enable safe access for 

all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists 

and transit riders of all ages and abilities. Complete 

Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to 

shops, and bicycle to work. By adopting a Complete 

Streets policy, communities direct their 

transportat ion planners and engineers to routinely 

design and operate the entire right of way to enable 

safe access for all users, regardless of age, ability, or 

mode of transportation. This means that every 

transportation project will make the street network 

better and safer for drivers, transit users, 

pedestrians, and bicyclistsɂmaking your town a 

ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅȢ ! #ÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ȣ is designed 

to balance safety and convenience for everyone 

ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄȢȱ 

Smart Growth America, What Are Complete Streets?5 

  

                                                             
4https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/597/Complete -

Streets-Policy-PDF 

5https://smartgrowthamerica.org/program/national -complete-streets-
coalition/publications/what -are-complete-streets/  

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

¶ Can the Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan make walking and biking in 

Lexington safer and more pleasant? 

 

¶ What can be done to increase public transit opportunities, 

especially during evening hours and weekends? 

 

¶ What can be done to encourage people living and working in 

Lexington to use modes of transport other than single 

occupancy vehicles? 

 

¶ Are pedestrian amenities accessible to people of all abilities 

throughout the Town? 

 

¶ How will we manage parking in Lexington? 

 

¶ How can the Minuteman Bikeway improve the experience of 

users and better connect to adjacent commercial 

establishments, meeting economic vitality goals? 

 

¶ How can we encourage school children to walk, bike, take buses 

(school or transit), or carpool to school? 

 

¶ How can we reduce automobile traffic and make driving safer? 

 

 

 

https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/597/Complete-Streets-Policy-PDF?bidId=
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/597/Complete-Streets-Policy-PDF?bidId=
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1023/Center-Parking-Management-and-Implementation-Plan-PDF
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1023/Center-Parking-Management-and-Implementation-Plan-PDF
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LEXINGTON VOICES 
 

A majority of participants at the World Café forums  expressed a desire to prioritize walking and bicycle improvements. They also 

expressed concerns regarding traffic and congestion. 20% talked about bicycle infrastructure, 17% about traffic, and 14% about 

walkability. Some participants expressed an interest in additional public transportation options. 

 

¶ Ȱ$ÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÎ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÐÅÄÅÓÔÒÉÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȱ (World Café participant) 
 

¶ Ȱ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ×ÁÌËȾÂÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÁÆÅÌÙȱ (World Café participant) 
 

95% of the respondents to a Tri -town Study Survey  ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÅÌÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ȰÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌȢȱ 

 

Resident concerns regarding circulation include the following: 

¶ More protected bike infrastructure and bike parking 
¶ Better bike safety education in schools 
¶ More weekend public transit service 
¶ Better bus stops 
¶ Pedestrian safety in Lexington Center 
¶ Better lighting for crosswalks 

 

,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ.%84 Ȱ+ÉÃËÏÆÆ ÅÖÅÎÔȱ participants identified a wide range of needs including: 

¶ Safer crosswalks 
¶ Covered bus stops 
¶ Sidewalks shaded by trees and accessible by the disabled 
¶ Late night and weekend transit service 
¶ More options to access Alewife Station 
¶ More information regarding alternatives to car travel 
¶ Enforcement of speed limits 
¶ Understanding of how driverless cars will impact traffic and transportation 
¶ Better connections with neighboring Towns 
¶ Measurement of cut-through traffic 
¶ More public transportation for youth and older adults 
¶ To keep studying the relationship between development and traffic patterns 
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RELEVANT TOWN OF LEXINGTON  

GOALS & OBJECTIVES: 

 

Select Board Goals (2020-2021) : 

 

¶ Develop effective transportation solutions: 
 

o Continue to work with neighboring communities 
to identify opportunities to cooperate and 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ Á ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÎȭÓ 
transportation services (Regionalization Action 
Plan) 
 

o Identify opportunities to provide first mile/last 
mile to/from transit  

 

o Work with the MBTA on potential new bus routes 
(MBTA Bus Network Redesign: 
https://www.mbta.com/projects/bus -network-
redesign) 

 

o Identify potential locations for a protected bike 
lane trial 

 

o Revise schedule and fees to help increase 
Lexpress ridership post-pandemic 
(www.lexpress.us) 

 

 

o   

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELEVANT TOWN OF LEXINGTON 

GOALS & OBJECTIVES: 

 

Planning Board Work Plan Items  (2021 -2022)  

 
¶ 1.H. Review and update Zoning Bylaw and Zoning Map 

to comply with recent Housing Choice legislation (MBTA 

community requirements) 

 

¶ 1.T. Develop 25% Design to meet MassDOT 

requirements for Hartwell/Bedford Corridor 

Improvement Project for inclusion on the 

Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP): construction 

funding anticipated 2030-2034 

 

¶ 2.T. Update existing TMO-1 Transportation Demand 

Mitigation Plan: Hartwell Area 
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GOAL 7: TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION 

 

To make traveling into, out of, and within 

Lexington safe, pleasant, and efficient with 

sustainable and equitable mobility options 

for all ages and abilities.  

 

Automobile traffic at Marrett Square 

 

 

 

Objective 7 .1. Improve  traffic management policies to  

increase safety and enhance quality of life  

 

Objective 7 .2. Expand options for walking, biking, and 

micro -mobility  

 

Objective 7 .3. Improve  parking strategies to achieve 

transportation and economic development goals  

 

Objective 7 .4. Expand transit options  

 

Objective 7 .5. Adopt  land use policies that advance the 

ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ transportation goals  

 

Objective 7 .6. Increase public awareness and community 

pride in use of alternative modes of travel  

 

The following Implementation Table identifies  Action Steps, 

Responsible Parties, Potential Partners and other factors to 

support the implementation of each of the objectives and t o 

help attain the goal. 

 

 

GOAL 7: TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION 
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OBJECTIVE 7.1. Improve traffic management policies to increase safety and enhance quality of life 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.1.1. 

Decrease 

automobile 

travel during 

peak periods  

and single -

occupancy 

vehicle trips  
 

a. Work with area employers to achieve 
Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM)6 goals SEE ENDNOTE #2 

 
b. Encourage employers to:  
¶ provide shuttles to Alewife or other 

transit hubs and share them with 
other area employers 

¶ encourage employees to work from 
home at times  

¶ allow for flexible work schedules 
¶ provide bicycle amenities including 

showers and indoor bicycle parking 
facilities 

¶ encourage ride sharing, carpooling, 
and use of public transit 

¶ discourage driving  
 

c. Pursue the Regionalization Action 
Plan and Tri Town Efficiency and 
Regional Transit Study  

 
d. Establish additional Transportation 

Management Overlay Districts  
 

e. Promote walking, bicycling, carpooling, 
and bus travel (school or transit) to 
and from schools 

 

Regionalization 

Action Plan  (with 128 

Business Council)7 

 

Tri -Town Efficiency 

and Regional Transit 

Study: Lexington, 

Bedford and 

Burlington, Four 

Square ITP, Jan. 2019 

 

128 Business Council 

support services for 

promoting non-single-

occupancy vehicle 

travel 

 

Transportation 

Management Overlay 

District plans (Zoning 

Bylaw and 

Regulations) 

Regionalization 

Action Plan 

funded by 

MassDOT 

 

Employer 

Traffic Demand 

Management 

(TDM) 

Commitments 

 

Private 

partnerships 

 

MBTA 

 

Community 

Transit Grant 

Program 

(CTGP) 

 

New regional 

partners 

Suburban Bus 

Grant Program 

LEADS: 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

PARTNERS: 

Planning Board 

 

School 

Department 

 

Area employers 

 

128 Business 

Council 

 

Middlesex 3 

Coalition 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

 

  

                                                             
6 Transportation Demand Management is the application of strategies and policies to reduce travel demand or to redistribute this demand in space or time.  
7 https://128bc.org/  

 

 

https://128bc.org/
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OBJECTIVE 7.1. Improve traffic management policies to increase safety and enhance quality of life 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

f. Work with GPS applications like Waze 
to reduce cut-through traffic  

 
g. Develop a Transportation Demand 

Management program for Lexington 
town staff 

 
h. Develop Transportation Management 

Overlay District Plans for the TMO-2 
(Forbes Road) and TMO-3 (South 
Lexington) districts [SEE ENDNOTE 
#2 ]  
 

i. Update Transportation Demand 
Management policies to incorporate 
recommendations from 2021 nelson 
Nygaard Study 

 

Transportation 

Advisory 

Committee 

 

Bicycle Advisory 

Committee 

 

Sustainable 

Lexington 

Committee 

 

 

 

7.1.2. 

Deploy traffic 

calming 

techniques  

a. Deploy safe and appropriate roadway 

modifications such as curb bump outs, 

road diets, and speed tables. 

 

b. Deploy radar feedback signs in high-

speed locations 

 

c. Enhance enforcement of speed limits 

and crosswalk regulations  

 

d. Install additional speed limit signage 

 

Traffic Calming Policy8 

 

Existing speed 

feedback signs 

MassDOT 

Shared Streets 

and Spaces 

Grant Program 

 

Federal 

Highway 

Administration  

 

Chapter 90 

funding 

Tax levy 

LEADS: 

Transportation 

Safety Group 

 

PARTNERS: 

DPW 

 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

 

 

                                                             
8 ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ Á ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÃÁÌÍÉÎÇ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÔÏ ȰÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÄÒÉÖÅÒ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȢȱ 
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OBJECTIVE 7.1. Improve traffic management policies to increase safety and enhance quality of life 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

e. Conduct Safety Audits at high crash 

locations and make appropriate 

interventions to increase safety (such 

as traffic calming or intersection 

redesign) 

 

f. Advocate at state level to allow 

electronic speed tickets  

 

g. Develop and Implement the Vision 

Zero Plan to identify improvements to 

eliminate traffic fatalities and injuries 

on roads.  

 

 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

Police 

Department 

 

Engineering 

Department 

 

Transportation 

Advisory 

Committee 

 

School 

Department  

 

7.1.3. 

Maintain 

roads 

a. Monitor public roadway conditions and 

prioritize and implement repairs, including: 

¶ patching roadways 

¶ repairing potholes 

¶ roadway sweeping 

¶ painting of street lines and 

crosswalks 

¶ drainage systems, brooks, and 

catch basins 

b. Create a maintenance strategy for 

unaccepted roads 

 

Spring Repairs 

Program 

 

Street Sweeping 

Program 

Chapter 90 

funding 

 

Tax Levy 

LEADS: 

Public Works 

Department 

 

PARTNERS: 

Engineering 

Department 
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OBJECTIVE 7.1. Improve traffic management policies to increase safety and enhance quality of life 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.1.4. 

Implement 

curb 

management 

strategies 9  

a. Develop a Curb Management Plan10 

 

b. Use signage to better define loading 

zones and pickup/drop -off zones for 

taxis and ride hailing services 

 

c. Minimize the number of curb cuts, 

including using curb cuts from 

adjacent facilities, to promote safe and 

walkable streets  

 

d. Develop program for snow and ice 

clearing at key pedestrian and bus 

locations 

Zoning Bylaw11  LEADS: 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Public Works 

Department 

 

Planning Board 

 

PARTNERS: 

Economic 

Development 

Office 

 

Transportation 

Safety Group 

 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
9 Curb Management  seeks to inventory, optimize, allocate, and manage the curb space to maximize mobility, safety, and access for the wide variety of curb 

demands. ITE https://www.ite.org/technical -resources/topics/compl ete-streets/curbside-management-resources/ 
10 A Curb Management Plan balances public and private sector needs: https://www.planning.org/planning/2022/winter/create -a-curb-management-

framework-in-7-steps/ 
11 The Zoning Bylaw limits the number of driveways to two per lot street line. 

https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/topics/complete-streets/curbside-management-resources/
https://www.planning.org/planning/2022/winter/create-a-curb-management-framework-in-7-steps/
https://www.planning.org/planning/2022/winter/create-a-curb-management-framework-in-7-steps/
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OBJECTIVE 7.2. Expand options for walking, biking , and micro -mobility 12  

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.2.1. 

Develop and 

implement  a 

town -wide 

bicycle and 

pedestrian plan   
 

a. Document existing bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure including 
sidewalks, crosswalks, bicycle lanes, 
paths, bicycle racks, water refilling 
stations, benches, and public 
restrooms. 

 
b. Develop a prioritized  plan to expand 

and improve pedestrian and bicycle 
accommodations. The plan should 
identify how and where to: 
¶ Build new sidewalks 
¶ Rebuild aging sidewalks 
¶ Expand bicycle parking 
¶ Provide E-bike charging 
¶ Construct bicycle lanes, with 

protection where possible 
¶ Prioritize locations to connect 
¶ Widen the Minuteman Bikeway 

where possible 
¶ Expand paved connections to 

and from the Minuteman 
Bikeway  
 

c. &ÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ȰSteps to Silverȱ 
recommendations for becoming a 
Bicycle Friendly Community SEE 
ENDNOTE #3 

 

Complete Streets Policy 

 

Steps to Silver Bicycle 

Friendly Community  

 

Outstanding Safe 

Routes Leadership 

Award 2012 

 

League of American 

Bicyclists for Bicycle 

Friendly Community 

Bronze Award (2014 & 

2018) 

 

Local Rapid Recovery 

Plan for Minuteman 

Bikeway in East 

Lexington  (2020) 

 

Sidewalk Request 

Program  

DPW Sidewalk Study 

(2014) 

2022 Annual 

Town Meeting 

funding 

  

Sidewalk 

Maintenance 

Program 

($700,000 ɀ 

$825,000 

annual 

appropriation)  

 

MassDOT 

Complete 

Streets funding 

 

MassDOT Safe 

Routes to 

School funding 

 

MassDOT Safe 

Streets 

 

MassTrails 

grant program 

LEADS: 

Transportation 

Safety Group 

 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

Sustainability 

and Resilience 

Officer  

 

PARTNERS: 

Bicycle Advisory 

Committee 

 

Transportation 

Advisory 

Committee 

 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
12 Micro -mobility  refers to a range of small lightweight devices operating at speeds typically below 15 mph and suitable for trips up to 6 miles in good 

weather. Micro-mobility modes can be shared on privately -owned devices that are human-powered or electric. ITDP: 

https://www.itdp.org/multimedia/defining -micromobility/   

 

https://www.itdp.org/multimedia/defining-micromobility/
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OBJECTIVE 7.2. Expand options for walking, biking , and micro -mobility 12  

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

d. Increase funding for the sidewalk 
management and maintenance 
program 

 
e. Conduct walking audits throughout 

the Town13. 
 

f. Create and maintain safe and direct 
Town-approved walking paths and 
shortcuts to schools 

 
 
 

 

Transportation Safety 

Group (TSG) Sidewalk 

Prioritization Tool14 

 

Safe Routes to School 

AARP Walk Audit Tool 

Kit 

 

Massachusetts 

Pedestrian 

Transportation Plan 

 

Massachusetts Bicycle 

Transportation Plan  

Engineering 

Department 

 

Commission on 

Disability  

 

Council on Aging 

 

Sustainable 

Lexington 

Committee 

 

Public Works 

Department 

 

Planning Board 

 

Public Facilities 

Department 

 

Tourism 

Committee 

 

Friends of 

Lexington 

Bikeway 

                                                             
13 A walk audit  is a simple activity in which an individual or a team observes and evaluates the walkability of a location to document how and if pedestrians 

can safely travel along a street, navigate an intersection and get from point A to B, C and so on (AARP has a Tool Kit). 
14 A sidewalk priority map was developed by the TSG to guide decisions regarding spending on sidewalk improvements and expansion (considers proximity 

to schools, MBTA access, proximity to retail, hospitals, sidewalk conditions and hazards). 
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OBJECTIVE 7.2. Expand options for walking, biking , and micro -mobility 12  

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

Safe Routes to 

School Program 

group 
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OBJECTIVE 7.2. Expand options for walking, biking , and micro -mobility 12  

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.2.2. Plan for 

new and 

emerging 

technologies  

a.    Plan for new mobility options, such 
as autonomous land and air 
vehicles15  

 
b. Coordinate with adjacent towns to 

regulate use of micro-mobility  

devices12 on roads, sidewalks, and 

the Minuteman Bikeway  

 
c. Plan for package delivery by drones 

 
d. Make walking, biking, and 

micromobility more viable for  the 
first mile/last mile  transportation 16  

 

  Transportation 

Safety Group 

 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

Public Works 

Department 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
15 )ÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÁÕÔÏÎÏÍÏÕÓ ÁÉÒ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅÓ ÏÒ ÁÉÒ ÔÁØÉÓȢ  ȰIn September, Los Angeles developed a framework for the implementation of advanced air mobility 

(AAM), also referred to as urban air mobility (UAM). They outlined seven principles to guide ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÒÏÁÄ ÍÁÐ ȣÁÎÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ-making 

ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓȣȡ ÓÁÆÅÔÙȟ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÅÑÕÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÃÃÅÓÓȟ ÌÏ× ÎÏÉÓÅȟ ÍÕÌÔÉÍÏÄÁÌ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȟ ÌÏÃÁÌ ×ÏÒËÆÏÒÃÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÒÐose-ÄÒÉÖÅÎ ÄÁÔÁ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇȢȱ  3ÅÅȡ 

https://www.planning.org/planning/2021/winter/flying -taxis-are-on-the-horizon/ .  

In Lexington, the presence of Hanscom Air Base may complicate the future implementation of such technologies. 
16 4ÈÅ Ȱ&ÉÒÓÔ -ÉÌÅȾ,ÁÓÔ -ÉÌÅȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÃ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÔÅÒȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔ ÓÔÏÐ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÈÏÍÅȢ -ÏÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ United States claim to be 

ȰÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅȱ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÎ ϴ ÍÉÌÅȡ https://somethingaboutorange.com/first -mile-last-mile-problem/ . 

 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/principles-of-the-urban-sky/principles-of-the-urban-sky#report-nav
https://www.planning.org/planning/2021/winter/flying-taxis-are-on-the-horizon/
https://somethingaboutorange.com/first-mile-last-mile-problem/
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OBJECTIVE 7.3. Improve parking  strategies to achieve transportation and economic development goals 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.3.1. 

Implement  

regional 

strategies to 

lessen parking 

demand for 

new 

commercial 

development  

a. Coordinating with surrounding t owns, 
develop Regional Transportation 
Demand Management17 strategies to 
reduce single occupancy vehicle usage 

 
b. Coordinating with surrounding towns , 

develop a Regional Transportation 
Services Plan 
 
 
 

 

Transportation 

Management Overlay 

District  plans 

 

Transportation 

Management 

Associations  

 

Regionalization 

Action Plan  (with 128 

Business Council)18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  LEADS: 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

PARTNERS: 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Boston MPO  

 

MAPC 

 

Regional 

Coordination 

Council 

 

Transportation 

Management 

ON-GOING:  

Continue to support  

 

 

 

 

                                                             
17 Transportation Demand Management  or TDM refers to policies and strategies that aim to reduce travel demand, particularly single occupant vehicles, 

or to redistribute that demand to off-peak times. 

18 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b30ad87fac9940978859e738c88dffb5 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b30ad87fac9940978859e738c88dffb5
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OBJECTIVE 7.3. Improve parking  strategies to achieve transportation and economic development goals 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

Associations 

(TMA) 

 

7.3.2. 

Reduce 

required 

parking  

a. Align parking ratios19 with local 
economy and availability of transit 
options 

 
b. Encourage sharing parking spaces 

between uses with demands at 
different times of the day or week, 
such as houses of worship and schools 

 
c. Limit  parking in new development  

  

Zoning Bylaw  LEADS: 

Planning Board 

 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

PARTNERS: 

Parking 

Management 

Group 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

 

 

                                                             
19 ȰParking ratio ȱ ÉÓ Á ÒÁÔÉÏ ÃÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÁÕÔÏÍÏÂÉÌÅ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÓÐÁÃÅÓ ÁÔ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÓÓ ÌÅÁÓÁÂÌÅ ÁÒÅÁ ɉ',!Ɋ ÏÆ a building. 

This ratio is usually expressed in number of spaces per 1,000 square feet of gross leasable space. It varies by property use, with labor-intensive operations 
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OBJECTIVE 7.3. Improve parking  strategies to achieve transportation and economic development goals 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

The High Cost of Free 

Parking 20 

 

                                                             

needing higher parking ratios. For example, a building with a GLA of 800,000 sf would have 800 spaces expressed as 8 spaces/1,000 sf. NAIOP Commercial 

Real Estate Development Association: 

 https://www.naiop.org/Education -and-Career/Industry -Terms-and-Definitions 
20  Shoup, Donald, The High Cost of Free Parking, A Planners Press Book, Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2017.  

 

https://www.naiop.org/Education-and-Career/Industry-Terms-and-Definitions
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OBJECTIVE 7.3. Improve parking  strategies to achieve transportation and economic development goals 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.3.3.  

Improve 

parking 

management 

in Lexington 

Center 

a. Implement any remaining 
recommendations from the Lexington 
Center Parking Management Plan  to 
ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙȭÓ ÇÏÁÌÓ 

 
b. Balance employee, resident, customer, 

and visitor parking 
 

c. Improve directional signage to parking 
lots 

 
d. Eliminate minimum parking 

requirements 
 

e. Encourage employers to provide 
incentives to employees to use 
alternative modes of transportation 
 

f. Provide additional bicycle parking 

Lexington Center 

Parking 

Management Plan21 

 

Perfect Fit Parking 

Initiative 

(Metropolitan Area 

Planning Council) 22 

 LEADS: 

Transportation 

Advisory Group 

 

Economic 

Development 

 

PARTNERS: 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

Lexington Center 

Retailers 

 

 

#1: ON-GOING 

(SUSTAINED EFFORT) 

 

 

 

                                                             
21 https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCe nter/View/994/1 -15-2014-Lexington-Center-Parking-Management-Plan-Public-Meeting-PDF 
22 https://perfectfitparking.mapc.org/assets/documents/Perfect%20 Fit%20Executive%20Summary.pdf 

 

 

https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/994/1-15-2014-Lexington-Center-Parking-Management-Plan-Public-Meeting-PDF
https://perfectfitparking.mapc.org/assets/documents/Perfect%20Fit%20Executive%20Summary.pdf
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OBJECTIVE 7.3. Improve parking  strategies to achieve transportation and economic development goals 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.3.4.  

Develop 

Shared Streets 

projects  

a. Reassign paved spaces previously 
dedicated to the car to other uses in 
appropriate locations 

 
b. Encourage local businesses to make 

outdoor seating and dining options 
more attractive and permanent 

 
c. Ensure accessibility to all by 

incorporating Universal Design 
techniques23  
 

Outdoor Dining 

Retail Toolkit 24 

 

Traffic Calming 

Policy25 

MassDOT 

Shared Streets 

and Spaces 

Grant 

Funding 

LEADS: 

Economic 

Development 

Office 

 

PARTNERS: 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Public Works 

Department 

 

Parking 

Management 

Group 

 

Lexington 

Retailers 

 

Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
23 Universal Design is more inclusive than the minimum accessibility requirements because it designs an environment to be accessible, understood, and of 

use to as many people as possible: https://universaldesign.ie/what -is-universal-design/definition -and-overview/definition -and-overview.html  
24 Outdoor Dining/Retail Community Toolkit: https://www.mass.gov/doc/outdoor -dining-retail -toolkit/download   
25 Town of Lexington Traffic Calming Policy: https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/598/Traffic -Calming-Policy-PDF?bidId=  

https://universaldesign.ie/what-is-universal-design/definition-and-overview/definition-and-overview.html
https://www.mass.gov/doc/outdoor-dining-retail-toolkit/download
https://www.lexingtonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/598/Traffic-Calming-Policy-PDF?bidId
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OBJECTIVE 7.3. Improve parking  strategies to achieve transportation and economic development goals 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

7.3.5. Create 

vibrant 

complete 

street 

corridor along 

Bedford Street 

and Hartwell 

Avenue 

a.  Design plans and construct the Bedford 
Hartwell Complete Streets 
Reconstruction Project 

 
b.   Improve accessibility, incorporating 

universal design techniques  
 
 

25% Design plans Federal 

highway funds 

 

Transportation 

mitigation 

funds 

 

Tax levy 

Planning Office 

 

Engineering 

Office 

 

Human Services 

ɀ Transportation 

Division  

INTERMEDIATE 

(Years 5-10)  
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OBJECTIVE 7.4. Expand transit options  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.4.1. 

Increase 

travel by 

transit  
 

a.  Regionalize current demand-response 
services26  SEE ENDNOTE #4  
 
b.  Require developers of large commercial and 
housing projects to contribute to publicly 
accessible shuttle services and to incentivize 
use of public transit 

 
c.  Partner with the MBTA to provide evening 
and weekend service SEE ENDNOTE #5  
 
d.  Install bus shelters at bus stops and along 
bus/shuttle  routes in high impact locations, 
based on a standard design with  input from the 
Historic District Commission and Commission 
on Disabilities. Consider lighting, signage, and 
other amenities. SEE ENDNOTE #6 
 
e.  Clear snow at bus stops and paths leading to 
bus stops in a timely manner 

 
f.  Integrate transportation resources for 
students and adults 
 
g.  Enhance Lexpress and community transit 
options 

Regionalization 

Action Plan27 

 

Tri -Town Efficiency 

and Regional Transit 

Study: Lexington, 

Bedford and 

Burlington, Four 

Square ITP, Jan. 2019 

 

Lexpress 

 

MBTA buses 

 

Alewife shuttles 

 

TDM 1998 

 

TDM 

Recommendations 

201  ̀

Regionalization 

Plan Grant 

 

Community 

Transit Grant 

Funding (FTA 

Section 5310) 

 

MBTA Suburban 

Bus Grant 

Program 

 

Public/private 

partnerships 

 

TDM mitigation 

funds 

 

TMOD Fees 

 

 

LEADS: 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

Transportation 

Advisory 

Committee 

 

Public Works 

Department 

 

PARTNERS: 

MBTA 

 

128 Business 

Council 

 

Commission on 

Disabilities  

ON-GOING:  

Continue to support  

 

 

                                                             
26 Ȱ$ÅÍÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȱ is any non-fixed route system of transporting individuals that requires advanced scheduling by the customer, including services 

provided by public entities, nonprofits, and private providers. US DOT https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations -and-guidance/access/charter-bus-

service/demand-response-service-explained 
27 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b30ad87fac9940978859e738c88dffb5  

 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/access/charter-bus-service/demand-response-service-explained
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/access/charter-bus-service/demand-response-service-explained
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/b30ad87fac9940978859e738c88dffb5
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OBJECTIVE 7.4. Expand transit options  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

 
h.  Promote MBTA and Lexpress ride programs 
 
i. Enhance wheelchair access and incorporate 
universal design in transportation  

TDM 

Recommendations 

2022 

Transportation 

Advisory 

Committee 

 

Lexpress 

 

School 

Department 

 

OBJECTIVE 7.5. Adopt land use policies that advance ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ transportation goals  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.5.1. 

Encourage use 

of 

transportation 

modes other 

than single 

occupancy 

vehicles  

 

a.  Require developers to install or upgrade 
sidewalks adjacent to their developments and 
ensure that curb cuts are accessible 

 
b.  Require additional bicycle parking spaces 
with specified minimum design standards in 
new developments 
 

Existing Zoning, 

Parking and other 

policies 

 

Transportation 

Demand Management 

Policy28  

 

Development 

Memorandums of 

Understanding 

TDM Mitigation 

Funds 

 

TMOD Fees 

LEADS: 

Planning Board 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

PARTNERS: 

Parking 

Management 

Group 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

                                                             
28 Transportation Demand Management Policy, adopted in 1998: https://www.lexingtontm ma.org/uploads/Main/LexingtonTDMPolicy.pdf 

 

https://www.lexingtontmma.org/uploads/Main/LexingtonTDMPolicy.pdf
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OBJECTIVE 7.5. Adopt land use policies that advance ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ transportation goals  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

Commission on 

Disability  

 

Bicycle Advisory 

Committee 

7.5.2. 

Encourage 

mixed -use 

development  

a.  #ÒÅÁÔÅ Ȱρυ-minute clinicsȱ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ small 
local services uses such as groceries, childcare, 
and restaurants, in neighborhood commercial 
districts where most daily necessities can be 
accessed within a short walk 
         

 

 

 LEADS: 

Planning Board 

 

PARTNERS: 

 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division  

 

Select Board 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  
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OBJECTIVE 7.5. Adopt land use policies that advance ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ transportation goals  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.5.3. 

Increase 

housing along 

transit 

corridors  

a.  Promote Transit-oriented development29 
 
b.  Meet the requirement for MBTA 
Communities to provide transit-oriented 
multifamily housing 
 

Housing Choice 

Initiative  also known 

ÁÓ Ȱ-"4! 

#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȱ 

(Chapter 358 of the 

Acts of 2021)30 

 LEADS: 

Planning Board 

 

PARTNERS: 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division  

 

Select Board 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  

 

 

7.5.4.  

Develop an 

Electric 

Vehicle Action 

Plan31 

a.  Transition municipal and private vehicles to 
electric by providing public charging 
opportunities, upgrading infrastructure at key 
locations, and promoting and communicating 
charging locations to encourage wide-spread 
use 

2021 Fleet 

Electrification Policy 

 LEADS: 

Sustainability & 

Resilience Officer 

 

PARTNERS: 

Human Services 

ɀ Transportation 

Division  

#2: ONGOING 

Continue to support  

 

                                                             
29 Transit -oriented development,  or TOD, includes a mix of commercial, residential, office and entertainment centered around or located near a transit 

station. Dense, walkable, mixed-use development near transit attracts people and adds to vibrant, connected communities. US DOT 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/TOD   
30 The Housing Choice Initiative  enacted in Jan. 2021 requires that an MBTA community shall have at least one zoning district of reasonable size in which 

multi -family housing is permitted as of right and meets other criteria set forth in the statute: https://www.mass.gov/orgs/housing -choice-initiative  

31 See Example Electrical Vehicle Action Plan, Nags Head, NC: https://nagsheadnc.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/4036?fileID=6313   

https://www.transit.dot.gov/TOD
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/housing-choice-initiative
https://nagsheadnc.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/4036?fileID=6313
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OBJECTIVE 7.5. Adopt land use policies that advance ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ transportation goals  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

Land Use, Health, 

and 

Development 

Department 

 

 

 

 

OBJECTIVE 7.6. Increase public awareness and community pride in use of alternative modes of travel  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.6.1. 

Promote 

community 

pride around 

a shift away 

from cars  

a.  Organize events to promote alternate modes 
of transportation  

 
b.  Provide information regarding trails and 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in a 
centralized and accessible place with  multi -
lingual messaging 
 
c.  Install signage communicating the distance 
between highly frequented locations, including 
how much time it takes to walk or bicycle, how 

"ÉËÅ 7ÁÌËȭÎ "ÕÓ 

Options: Getting 

Around Without A 

Car32 

 

Safe Routes to School33 

 

ACROSS Lexington 

 

Robert Wood 

Johnson grant 

funding 

 

Safe Routes to 

School funding 

opportunities  

 

LEADS: 

Human Services - 

Transportation 

Division 

 

PARTNERS: 

Bicycle Advisory 

Committee 

Planning Board 

ON-GOING: 

Continue to support  

 

 

                                                             
32 "ÉËÅ 7ÁÌËȭÎ "ÕÓ /ÐÔÉÏÎÓȡ 'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ !ÒÏÕÎÄ 7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ! #ÁÒȡ www.lexbikewalkbus.org   

 
33 Safe Routes to School programs aim to make it safer for students to walk and bike to school and encourage more walking and biking where safety is not 

a barrier. Safe Routes https://www.saferoutesinfo.org/  

http://www.lexbikewalkbus.org/
https://www.saferoutesinfo.org/
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OBJECTIVE 7.6. Increase public awareness and community pride in use of alternative modes of travel  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

many calories it would burn, and average 
number of steps.  
 
d.  Expand existing transportation education 
programs run by the Transportation Division 
 
e.  Work with schools to reduce automobile use 
and promote walking, bicycling, and shared 
transit options such as busing and carpooling 
 
f.  Incorporate Safe Routes to School into the 
public school curriculum  
 
g.  Promote the Battle Road Scenic Byway and 
Historic Lexington Trolley Tours 
 
 
 

Minuteman Bikeway 

 

Local Bike Shops 

 

The Cycle Loft 

 

Lexpress 

 

MBTA buses 

 

REV and AWF Shuttles  

TNC and TDM 

Funds 

 

Public Health 

 

Council on Aging 

 

Commission on 

Disability 

 

School 

Department 

 

Public 

Information 

Officer 

 

Cultural affinity 

groups34 

 

Friends of the 

Lexington 

Bikeways/Bike 

Lexington 

 

Greenways 

Corridor 

Committee 

                                                             
34 Lexington has a significant number of cultural affinity groups that represent the residents of various cultural, ethnic, racial and linguistic 

backgrounds.  
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OBJECTIVE 7.6. Increase public awareness and community pride in use of alternative modes of travel  

 

Strategies Potential Actions  Existing Resources Funding  Lead & 

Partner(s)  

Phasing 

7.6.3. 

Improve 

wayfinding  

a.  Install wayfinding signage directed to 

bicyclists and pedestrians 

 

b.  Ensure that the wayfinding system is 

accessible to those with visual impairments 

 

c.  Improve wayfinding on the Minuteman 

Bikeway, connecting ÔÏ %ÁÓÔ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ 

commercial establishments to attract patrons 

traveling by bicycle or foot 

 

d.  Use branded bicycle racks throughout town 

to emphasize that Lexington is a bicycle-

friendly community  

 

e.  Install wayfinding directional signage for out 

of town visitors near Hartwell Avenue, the 

Battle Road Scenic Byway, and the Minuteman 

Bikeway 

Local Rapid Recovery 

Plan for Minuteman 

Bikeway in East 

Lexington  

 

 

American 

Recovery Plan 

Act funding  

 

Massachusetts 

Department of 

Housing and 

Community 

Development 

Downtown 

Initiative (MDI) 

program 

 

Safe Routes to 

Schools 

program 

LEADS: 

Land Use, Health 

and 

Development 

Department 

PARTNERS: 

Homan Services - 

Transportation  

Division 

 

School 

Department 

 

East Lexington 

commercial 

establishments 

 

Tourism 

Committee 

 

Bicycle Advisory 

Committee 

 

Friends of the 

Bikeway 

 

Commission on 

Disabilities 

#1: IMMEDIATE  

(Years 1 ɀ 5)  
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ENDNOTES 

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES35 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) Complete Streets Funding Program 
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Capital Investment Plan (CIP)  

Safe Routes to School: Infrastructure Funding Program 

Safe Routes to School: Signs and Lines Grant Program 

MassDOT Shared Streets & Spaces Program Funding  

Community Mitigation Fund Transportation Planning and Transportation Construction Grants  

Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) MassTrails Grants  

Executive Office of Housing and Community Development Massachusetts Downtown Initiative (MDI)  

Other State Managed Local Aid Programs 

Chapter 90  

Community Compact 
Community Preservation Act Funding  

MassDevelopment Commonwealth Places  

                                                             
35 For more information regarding these funding sources, see:  

https://walkboston.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Funding-Opportunities-for-Mobility-Improvements.pdf?8621dc&8621dc 

 

 

https://walkboston.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Funding-Opportunities-for-Mobility-Improvements.pdf?8621dc&8621dc


September 28, 2022                               LexingtonNEXT Comprehensive Plan 

GOAL 7: Transportation and Circulation          Page 7-34 

Private Funding Opportunities 
AARP Community Challenge Grant  

Local Funding Strategies 
Municipal Budgeting Strategies  

 

ENDNOTE #1. Transportation Equity : 

ȰTransportation planning decisions have significant equity impacts; they affect the allocation of valuable public resources and impact 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÅÑÕÉÔÙ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁtion planning. 
However, this can be challenging; a decision may seem equitable when evaluated one way, but not if evaluated another.36ȱ  
 
Transportation equity analysis is multifaceted. The following are the four main types to consider37:  

 

c. Horizontal equity (also called fairness or equality ) requires that people with similar needs and abilities be treated similarly; for 
ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÓÈÁÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÁÒ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÃÏÓÔÓȢ )Ô ÉÍÐÌÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ȰÇÅÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈey pay for 
ÁÎÄ ÐÁÙ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÅÔȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÍÉÎÉÍÉÚÅ ÏÒ ÃÏÍÐÅnsate for external costs.  

 
d. Vertical equity with regard to need and ability considers how transportation systems serve people with disabilities and other 

special mobility needs. This justifies multimodal planning and universal design practices to accommodate diverse users.  
 
e. Vertical equity with regard to income considers how transportation systems affect lower-income people. Policies that favor lower-

income people are called progressive and those that harm them are called regressive. This justifies policies that improve affordable 
modes, subsidies for low-income users, and more affordable housing in high-accessibility areas.  

 
f. Social justice considers how transportation systems serve disadvantaged and underserved groups and address structural injustices 

such as racism and sexism.  

ȰInclusivity can be evaluated by establishing standards, targets or rights which define the minimum quality of transportation for 
disadvantaged travelers or the mode they use. Inclusivity can also be evaluated by comparing disparities in mobility and accessibility 

                                                             
36 Evaluating Transportation Equity by Todd Litman: https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2D9E2E71 -ADEF-2D27-2C52-3B3941A7953D 

 
37 Ibid. 

 

https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=2D9E2E71-ADEF-2D27-2C52-3B3941A7953D
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between advantaged and disadvantaged groups, such as differences in the number of services and jobs that can be reached within a 
given time by factors such as physical ability, income, age, and gender38Ȣȱ  

 

 
From: Todd Litman, ȰEvaluating Transportation Equity: Guidance for Incorporating Distributional Impacts in Transport Planningȟȱ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁ 

Transport Policy Institute, April 1, 2022, p. 57. https://vtpi.org/equity.pdf  

 

 

 

                                                             
38 Evaluating Transportation Equity, Guidance for Incorporating Distributional Impacts in Transportation Planning, Victoria Transport Policy Institute, April 

1 ,2022. https://www.vtpi.org/equity.pdf  

 

 

https://vtpi.org/equity.pdf
https://www.vtpi.org/equity.pdf
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ENDNOTE #2. Key Goals of Transportation Demand Management Strategies: 39 

ȰFundamentally, Transportation Demand Management is about more than just managing the way people get around; ÉÔȭÓ about the overall 

health and wellness of communities. As such, the field has evolved to include a number of specific objectives, all of which are supported by the 

use of better methods of transportation. Examples of major TDM objectives ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȡȱ 

 

¶ Reducing traffic congestion 

¶ Conserving energy and reducing emissions 

¶ Improving community health and fitness levels 

¶ Achieving equity 

¶ Boosting urban livability 

¶ Solving parking problems 

¶ Enhancing community safety 

¶ Helping commuters based in rural areas 

¶ Making alternative transportation more affordable 

Various methods can be used to achieve these objectives. TDM-friendly policy decisions and legislation are essential, but elements like 

incentives for using sustainable transportation, disincentives for driving, education and information accessibility are also ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȢȱ 

The Planning Board adopted a TDM Policy 40 in 1997Ȣ 4ÈÅ 4$- 0ÏÌÉÃÙ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ,ÅØÉÎÇÔÏÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÂÙ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ 
measures that affect the demand for, and use of, various modes of travel rather than changes in the supply of transportation facilities, such as 
the construction of roadways and multi-level off-street parking facilities. The Policy seeks to reduce the use of automobiles, particularly single 
occupancy vehicles, in order to:  
 
¶ Permit vehicular traffic on Lexington streets to move in an efficient manner without excessive delay or congestion;  
¶ Reduce motor vehicle and pedestrian accidents on the town's streets;  

¶ Permit emergency vehicles to reach homes and businesses with a minimum of delay;  

¶ Reduce the awareness of and impact from vehicular traffic on a predominantly residential town; 

¶ Promote safe and convenient routes for pedestrians and bicyclists;  

                                                             
39 https://rideamigos.com/transportation -demand-management-tdm 
40 -ÅÔÒÏÐÏÌÉÔÁÎ !ÒÅÁ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ ȰTransportation Demand Management Case Studies and Regulationsȟȱ ɉ*ÕÌÙ ςπρυɊȟ ÐÁÇÅ ςτȢ  

https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/a5eaed49 -f453-4bc1-91ef-d82cdf608351 

 

https://rideamigos.com/transportation-demand-management-tdm
https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/a5eaed49-f453-4bc1-91ef-d82cdf608351
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¶ Promote cleaner air and reduce automotive exhaust emissions caused by vehicles standing and idling for an excessive time; and  

¶ Maintain a balance between the traffic generating capacity of businesses and residential development in the town and the traffic 

carrying capacity of streets and intersections. 

The TDM Policy also seeks to:  

¶ Assure adequate opportunities for mobility for all Lexington residents, workers and visitors; and  

¶ Expand the Town's inventory of data about transportation needs and transportation utilization. 

The TDM Policy seeks to aid Lexington businesses and other establishments to:  

¶ Reduce the cost of operations for Lexington companies and establishments caused by delays in vehicular traffic;  

¶ Expand the pool of potential employees who can reach places of work in Lexington more easily and economically;  

¶ Employ a more efficient and satisfied work force less concerned at the work place by the frustrations of transportation, 

particularly commuting;  

¶ Permit potential customers and clients to reach places of business in Lexington more easily and economically; and  

¶ Provide transportation services more effectively in collaboration with other businesses and with the Town.  

The provisions in the TDM Policy are voluntarily offered by the developer and are not required. 

 

Transportation Management Overlay District (TMOD) 41. In 2009, Lexington approved an increase in the amount of development allowed 

for the Hartwell Avenue Corridor. Realizing that increased development would have an impact on the overall transportation network in this 

corridor, the Town adopted a Transportation Management Overlay District (TMOD) that would link the transportation impacts of 

development to mitigation measures. There are currently three TMODs in Town: TMO-1 (Hartwell Area), TMO-2 (Forbes Road), and TMO-3 

(South Lexington).  Each TMO has a specific set of regulations and fee structures. A District Transportation Mitigation Plan includes the 

following components: 

 

¶ Cost projections for transportation infrastructure improvements required to address the impacts generated by the anticipated 

development in the TMOD;  

¶ Required transportation mitigation fees;  

                                                             
41 -ÅÔÒÏÐÏÌÉÔÁÎ !ÒÅÁ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ ȰTransportation Demand Management Case Studies and Regulationsȟȱ ɉ*ÕÌÙ ςπρυɊȟ ÐÁÇÅ ςσȢ  

https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/a5eaed49 -f453-4bc1-91ef-d82cdf608351 

 

https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/a5eaed49-f453-4bc1-91ef-d82cdf608351
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¶ Parking and TDM techniques reasonably calculated to 

reduce the number of vehicle trips generated by 

developments in the TMOD and to ensure the long term 

stability of the transportation  system; and  

¶ A plan to encourage voluntary participation in TDM 

programs by those not required to participate.  

 

Presently, only the Hartwell Area TMO has a Mitigation Plan. This 

plan calls for a mitigation fee of $5.00 per square foot of increased 

net floor area. The transportation fees collected from new 

development in the TMOD are put into an account used to pay for 

the design of and improvements to the transportation network to 

further the goals of the plan. In addition, developers must create a 

Parking and Transportation Demand Management (PTDM) Plan. 

A PTDM plan addresses specific demand management techniques 

to reduce single occupant vehicle trips ( for example, membership 

in a Transportation Management Association) and parking. 

Developers submit annual reports to the Town including 

information on employee/patron mode split, the results of the 

PTDM measures, and goal attainment.  

 

ENDNOTE #3.  Bike Friendly Community  

 

Silver Steps to Becoming A Bicycle Friendly Community:42 

¶ High speed roads with bicycle facilities 

¶ Total bicycle network mileage to total road network 

mileage 

¶ Bicycle education in schools 

                                                             
42 https://www. bikeleague.org/content/building -blocks-bicycle-friendly -communities 

 

https://www.bikeleague.org/content/building-blocks-bicycle-friendly-communities

